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www.aroundtheworldineightyways.com 
Journalist Background Guide 

Around The World In Eighty Ways

Fifteen countries

Eighty ways of transport

1 modern day Phileas Fogg

Three adventurers with disabilities

One legendary adventure

One inspiring message – “live life to the full”

Around the World In Eighty Ways is an epic bid by three adventurers with disabilities and their Adventure Leader Robin Dunseath  to circumnavigate the globe using 80 different means of transport.  Their aim is to encourage everyone to live their lives to the fullest potential while also raising much needed funds for deserving charities along the route. 

- What’s It All About?

Around the World In Eighty Ways is an epic bid by four adventurers with disabilities to circumnavigate the globe using 80 different means of transport.  Their aim is to encourage everyone to live their lives to the fullest potential while also raising much needed funds for deserving charities along the route. It’s a very modern retake on the legendary Phileas Fogg story starting off in the Reform Club in London (2nd of September) and returning three months later on the 3rd of December – the UN International Day for Disabled People. The adventure will raise funds in each country for local charities.

The basic idea is to instill the excitement of achieving things you can only dream of, to capture people's imaginations and to prove people all have ability regardless of what the label says. 

The team will be led by Belfast born and now Scottish based Robin Dunseath who dreamed up the concept.  The adventurers taking part include Ireland’s Caroline Casey, representing the Aisling Foundation and she is legally blind; UK based Miles Hilton-Barber, representing the Royal National Institute for the Blind, who is totally blind and Mike Mackenzie, double leg amputee. 

Beginning The Adventure 

The programme begins in the Reform Club, Pall Mall, London on September 2nd as Robin Dunseath, adventure leader accepts the challenge by the business men of today to get himself and his friends “around the world in 80 ways”  - that is using eighty entirely different means of transport.  Robin will accept the challenge and brief his team.

Inspirational brainchild

The venture is the brainchild of  Robin Dunseath. “We plan to have fun, inspire people to live their lives to its fullest potential, demonstrate what people with a disability can achieve and hopefully raise money for deserving charities along the way.“

Countries Being Visited 

The adventurers set out from London on September 2nd and their route takes them through Edinburgh, Glasgow, Belfast, Dublin, Monaco, Rome, The Red Sea, Cairo, India, Bangkok, Singapore, Penang, Kuala Lumpur, Hong Kong, San Francisco and across the USA to New York and then back to London arriving on December 3rd, which is the UN International Day for Disabled People, when they will attend a triumphal luncheon and a reception in the UK House of Lords.

Transport by imagination

The many means of transport confirmed include some of the world’s oldest and most unusual forms of transport and to make sure they complete the task, no means will be recorded until an international panel of judges has ruled that it is really different from any other means.  They include chipmunk planes, ferries, puffer boats, canoes, dragon boats, camels, sand dune buggies, swimming under the Red Sea, hot air balloons, steam trains, tuc tucs, buffalo carts, cardboard boat, elephants, ox carts, vintage airplanes, viking boat, jet fighters, rafts, tug boats, life boats, racing cars, para gliders, tractors, dump trucks, rickshaws, trishaws, racing yachts, tall ships, small ships, bum boats, rear scullers -. And the party cannot come home until the judges have decreed that 80 different means have been used!

Support

Support for the adventure has come from Sir Tom Farmer, Smurfit International; Rolls Royce; Hewlett Packard and Beattie Media.

Donations to:
Around The World In Eighty Ways Account Number: 001009988 , Sort Code 80 -02-19

The Bank of Scotland, 564 Queensferry Road, Edinburgh, Scotland EH4 6AT 

Or a cheque made payable to The Treasurer,  

Around The World in 80 Ways, 34 Hillhouse Road, Edinburgh EH4 6AG, Scotland  

More details at: www.aroundtheworldineightyways.com  or for press information contact Coman Kenny, Mob +353 86 804 6260 and  +353 1 634 0018  email eightywayspress@hotmail.com

For details of international public relations programme, contact Project Director Mary Donaldson (Mob. + 353 (0) 7770 534059.

Bylined event update articles are available on request from accompanying journalist student Aoife O’Connell. Requests via eightywayspress@hotmail.com

International Judges and supporters

Five business people who posed the challenge and comprise the panel of judges:

      Sir Tom Farmer

John O'Loughlin from Smurfit Corrigated Cardboard, Ireland

Stan Todd from Rolls Royce, 

Paul McCord from Hewlet Packard,  

Gordon Beattie from Beattie Media, representing the world of communications.

The Charities Who Benefit 

In each country through which they travel, they have selected a charity to benefit from their efforts. So charities around the world will be able to raise funds for themselves through the adventure.

Edinburgh 
-
Outreach

Falkirk

-
The Seagull Trust

Glasgow
-
The Waterways Trust Scotland

Belfast

-
PHAB, Physically Handicapped, Able Bodied

Dublin

-
Jack and Jill Children’s Foundation

Nice

-
Jubilee Sailing Trust

The Red Sea
-
Local Children’s Charities and the Environment

South Africa
-
TBC

India

- 
TBC

Bangkok
-
Children’s Charity with Royal Patronage

Singapore
-
Singapore International Foundation

Hong Kong
-
Charities supported by the Hong Kong Jockey Club

San Francisco   -
ATW Foundation and local blind charity

London

-
The Leonard Cheshire Foundation

The Around the World Foundation is a registered charity and during the adventure will raise funds in equal parts for The Royal National Institute for the Blind, Spinal Injuries Together, The Aisling Foundation and for the continuation of its own work. 

TEAM PROFILES 

The Phileas Fogg Four:

Robin Dunseath – Philleas Fogg Adventure Leader 

Born in Northern Ireland and now living in Edinburgh, Scotland, Robin is 64 years of age and is now retired following many years as a successful public relations consultant including the position of Chairman of the European Region of the Worldcom Public Relations Group. Robin still works as a profile advisor to a number of leading business people. 
Public relations programmes devised by Robin have won major awards both in the UK and the USA, including a Sword of Excellence in the UK and the Gold Award for the Mercury International Communications Programme in the USA.

He founded and developed the World Young Business Achiever movement, a programme to encourage the entrepreneurial spirit around the globe. 

Robin devised the idea for Around the World in 80 Ways two years ago when, on meeting Miles Hilton-Barber and Mike Mackenzie he recognised the extraordinary power that enabled them to make light of their physical challenges and live full lives. He decided to produce a scheme to harness this power as an example to others. On reading the book Around the World in 80 Days, he discovered that a Princess accompanied Phileas Fogg, and thus Caroline Casey was added to the team.

Caroline Casey - Phileas Fogg Adventurer

In June 2000, Irish woman Caroline Casey (30), set up the Aisling Foundation, as an adventurous, major fund-raising initiative “to inspire people into thinking of disability in a positive way. I wanted to help open people’s eyes.”

From January – May 2001, Caroline trekked solely 1,000 Km across southern India on the back of her elephant Kanchi, raising awareness of what people with a disability can do while becoming the third female mahout in India.  A former management consultant, Caroline is visually impaired to the degree that she is registered legally blind.

“This will be the Aisling Foundation’s second inspiring public journey. I love the sense of adventure and the excitement of achieving things you can only dream of. The spirit of 80 Ways is to capture people's imaginations as we prove we all have ability regardless of what the label says. And that's the message we need to remind people and employers of, “ says Caroline who continues to campaign to make Irish employers aware of what people with a disability can achieve in the workforce.

International response to her trek as chronicled in the National Geographic documentary “Elephant Vision” (also screened on RTE Television) has been widespread.

Miles Hilton Barber - Phileas Fogg Adventurer

According to Michael Palin: "I have nothing but awesome admiration for Miles Hilton Barbers’ bravery and determination."

A blind, 53-year old Motivational Development Manager for the Royal National Institute for the Blind, Miles can claim an impressive track record of adventures and world records.

His endurance achievements include; the 150-mile Sahara Ultra-Marathon, billed as “The Toughest Footrace on Earth”, “The Siberian Ice Marathon”, (“The Coldest Marathon on earth”), an 11-day ultra-marathon across sections of the Gobi Desert in China, crossing the entire Qatar Desert with 4 other men unsupported and non-stop without sleep, and man-hauling a sledge over 400 kilometres across Antarctica. His mountaineering achievements include climbing in the Himalayas, Scottish Grade 3 technical ice climbing, Mt. Kilimanjaro and Mt. Blanc, Africa’s and Europe’s highest mountains respectively. 

Other past achievements include; Grade 5 Zambesi white water rafting, tandem cycling marathons, abseiling, hot-air ballooning, water skiing, microlighting, scuba-diving, the 1998 London Marathon, para-sailing and 40 sky-diving jumps.

Miles, an acclaimed motivational speaker at corporate events, has an inspirational message for his whole generation; “You may not be able to change your circumstances in life, but you certainly can change your RESPONSE to your circumstances.  Focus on your opportunities in life, not your limitations!” 

Mike Mackenzie - Phileas Fogg Adventurer

Mike Mackenzie who is 53 was injured during the war in Bosnia whilst working for an aid agency. The two people with him were killed, he broke his ribs, collapsed lung, lost his spleen, broke his hands, lost his left leg, gave his head a serious bash and severed his spinal chord resulting in paralysis from chest level. He has since lost his other leg and is permanently in a wheel chair. He is utterly inspirational, spends much of his time working with others who have just suffered similar injuries to show them there is life after such a disaster. Intensely independent, his determination to show he is still a full person despite his terrible injuries. 

After 21 years in the wine trade Mike was asked by two young but inspired brothers to join Scottish European Aid. Dispatched to Bosnia as Director of Operations he had more operations than anyone else! [broke his ribs, collapsed a lung, lost his spleen, broke his hands, lost his left leg, gave his head a serious bash and, for good measure, in breaking his back, severed his spinal cord at chest level]. Since learning to drive a wheelchair he has been presented with more and varied opportunities than would otherwise have been the case. The joining fees for this exclusive club are is quite tough and areis probably not recommended. However a few weeks after leaving a 14 month stay in hospital he was able to return to ski-ing’; this time with an excuse to be on his bum! He took part in the first and only wheelchair push of the St James pilgrim route from Paris to Santiago de Compostela. He has travelled extensively within Europe including an early return trip to Bosnia where he found that a bullet-proof jacket was heavy enough to tip over a wheelchair backwards but at least the helmet helped!

Mike spends a considerable amount of time talking to newly injured people and their families at The National Spinal Injury Centre, Stoke Mandeville assuring them that paralysis doesn’t stop life but merely alters the way you do things. Mike passionately believes that opportunities abound and the adventure of Around the World in 80 Ways is an inspiring example of what can be achieved. 

Travelling Support to the Adventurers

Jonathan Cook

Jon has partnered Miles in his expeditions since 1998.when he agreed to help Miles train for the Sahara Marathon. Initially Jon had agreed to help Miles train for the event, with the mutual benefit of Jon getting fit, but soon learned that Miles had entered Jon for the race billed as the "Toughest Footrace on Earth". Running a marathon together most Saturdays, Jon learnt the skills of guiding and they successfully completed the Marathon Des Stables together in 1999. From then on Jon has regularly led Miles on his adventures the latest being the Siberia Ice Marathon.

Jon is looking forward to the challenge of serving the Phileas Fogg Adventure Team as Team Manager as they travel around the world on this amazing adventure and also to promote 
the role of carers and enablers world-wide, ensuring that the adventure leaves a positive and impacting legacy in it's wake.

Aoife O’Connell  - Accompanying Student Journalist 

Bylined articles from the adventure are available upon request from Aoife O’Connell.  Twenty three years old she was born with a port-wine stain facial birthmark commonly associated with Sturger Weber syndrome.  Doctors informed Aoife’s parents that their daughter would most likely be mentally and physically handicapped for the rest of her life.  

Fortunately that turned out not to be true.  However the stigma of looking ‘different’ and the media’s attitude to disability led Aoife towards the field of journalism.  Having completed three years of a journalism degree at Dublin City University, Aoife has taken some time out to be part of the Eighty Ways team.

“All my life I’ve been told when you look different you just can’t do the same things as other people.  Then a group of inspirational people, like the eighty ways team, come along and show you – nothing is impossible!”

As part of the ‘Eighty Ways’ team she will chronicle and record all the adventures and report back to international and national press detailing the teams progress and exploits in a diary format .   

Support team 

Mary Donaldson – Project Director

Mary Donaldson is the Project Director, whose job is to co-ordinate and control the fifteen project managers working around the world to ensure the successful delivery of the entire adventure. 

As the Phileas Fogg Adventurers pass through major cities, they are setting off an explosion of related activity designed to place the focus on a local charity or charities and raise funds for them.

For Mary the challenge of Around the World in 80 ways is serving the Project Directors and the thousands of volunteers who are now tied into the vision. Adopted as team 'Mum', Mary is also charged with looking after the welfare of the Phileas Fogg Adventurers as they travel the world.

Mary's long-term aim is to assist in setting up a global trust fund, which will continue in the spirit of the first Around the World in 80 Ways adventure.

Stuart Nussey – Route Director

Stuart Nussey, our Route Master, has the responsibility of ensuring that at least eighty different means of transport are being used. He approves the routes and is the link between the Adventurer team and the panel of judges

A graduate from the Royal Air Force College, Cranwell, Stuart spent nearly 30 years in the RAF as a navigator. Half of this was spent flying, mostly on Hercules aircraft, so he has travelled to much of the world at one time or other. Stuart is therefore well placed as the Around the World in 80 Ways Route Director.

In touch with the Project Directors around the world Stuart will ensure that the route is flowing and the Phileas Fogg Adventurers don't backtrack.

Stuart is also keeper of the passports and logbooks. He will ensure that the passport is stamped on entry and exit to each country and the means of transport are logged. An International Panel of Judges will decide whether the 80 means of transport have been achieved and will require to see evidence of both passports and logbooks.

Stuart is very excited about Around the World in 80 Ways and the way the Phileas Fogg Adventurers will heighten the awareness of the needless difficulties some people are forced to endure in life. He hopes the adventure will be the first of many such journeys so that the Around the World in 80 Ways message reaches out to all corners of the world.







